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Examiner ' Art Unit 

^ Tare M. Golba 3644 

. The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 



Applicant(s) 

WRIGHT. AMY CHRISTINE 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dale of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the OfHce later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on . 



2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)lEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 11 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims < 

4) IEI Claim(s) tlA 's/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) [EI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) KI The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. i 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121, 

Attachment(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-H 3) Paper No(s) . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ ' Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

1 . The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not include the ZIP code of each inventor and therefore does not completely 
identify the mailing or post office address of each inventor. A mailing or post office 
address is an address at which an inventor customarily receives his or her mail and may 
be either a home or business address. The mailing or post office address should include 
the ZIP Code designation. The mailing or post office address may be provided in an 
application data sheet or a supplemental oath or declaration. See 37 CFR 1.63(c) and 37 
CFR 1.76. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: Reference sign 146 
in figure 4. A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be 
held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 5, line 36, 
"transmitters 123" should be -transmitters 133--. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections . 

4. Claims 2 and 13 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 2, line 
13, "comprises switch" should be -comprises a switch-. In claim 13, line 1, "e mail" should be 
hyphenated: -e-mail--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 recite the limitation "the control unit". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-6 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,005,416 to Vick et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,202,340 to Nieves and U.S. 
Patent No. 6,067,01 8 to Skelton et al. 

In reference to claim 1, Vick et al. discloses an animal trap system comprising a plurality 
of animal traps (column 8, lines 1-3), each trap comprising a transmitter (figure 9, element 59) 
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for rf transmitting a signal identifying the one of the plurality of animal traps comprising the rf 
transmitter (column 8, lines 4-11, 37-45); and a central unit for receiving rf signals from the 
plurality of animal traps and for identifying the trap comprising the transmitter transmitting each 
signal (column 8, lines 50-63). Vick et al. does not disclose a trap with a moving portion having 
at least two positions, the periodic rf transmission of a signal*; transmitting a signal identifying 
the position of the moving portion, or a central unit for identifying the position of the moving 
portion comprised by each animal trap. 

Nieves teaches an animal trap (figure 1 A) with a moving portion (figure 2, element 60) 
having at least two positions (column 5, lines 53-57), transmitting a signal identifying the 
position of the moving portion (column 6, lines 54-57), and a central unit for identifying the 
position of the moving portion comprised by each animal trap (column 6, line 57, where the 
remote receiver is understood to be a central unit for identifying the position of the moving 
portion of the trap). Nieves teaches that the moving portion Allows the animal to enter the trap 
and then prevents the animal from leaving the trap (column 2, lines 40-44). Nieves also teaches 
that the transmission of a signal identifying the position of the moving portion and reception of 
the signal by a central unit allows a user to avoid the inefficient and cumbersome process of 
continually checking traps placed in remote locations (column 3, lines 30-37). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include a trap with a moving portion having two positions and signal transmission to a 
central unit for identifying the position of the moving portion, as taught by Nieves, in the animal 
trap system disclosed by Vick et al, in order to provide a means of enclosing the animal in the 
trap and to eliminate the need for continually checking traps placed in remote locations. Nieves 
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teaches rf transmitting a signal when a trap is activated (colupin 6, lines 56-57) but does not 
teach periodically rf transmitting a signal. 

Skelton et al. teaches periodically transmitting a signal (column 3, lines 43-48) in order to 
continually monitor a system and in order to notify a user when a change has taken place in the 
system (column 2, lines 39-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include periodic signal transmission, as 
taught by Skelton et al., in the animal trap system disclosed by Vick et al., in order to continually 
monitor and track changes in the system. 

In reference to claim 2, Vick et al. does not disclose a switch for generating a trap signal 
representing the position of a moving portion. 

Nieves teaches a switch (figure 5, element 156) for generating a trap signal representing 
the position of a moving portion (column 6, lines 55-57). Nieves teaches that this configuration 
eliminates the need to continually check traps placed in remote locations (column 3, lines 30-37). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a switch for generating a trap signal representing the position of a 
moving portion, as taught by Nieves, in the system disclosed by Vick et al., in order to eliminate 
the need to continually check traps placed in remote location^. 

In reference to claim 3, Nieves teaches that the rf transmitter of a trap responds to the 
switch to identify the position of the moving portion (column 6, lines 55-57). See discussion of 
claim 2 above. 

In reference to claim 4, Vick et al. discloses an rf transmitter (column 8, lines 37-42) 
comprising apparatus for transmitting a signal representing the animal trap in which animals are 
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present (column 8, lines 55-58), but does not disclose a switch with first and second states and an 
rf transmitter responsive to a change of state of the switch. 

Nieves teaches a switch comprising first and second states (figure 5, element 156) and an 
rf transmitter comprising apparatus responsive to a change of state of the switch for transmitting 
a signal representing the state into which the moving portion.of a trap moved (column 6, lines 
55-57). As discussed above in reference to claim 2, Nieves teaches that this configuration 
eliminates the need to continually check traps placed in remote locations (column 3, lines 30-37). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include a switch with first and second states and an rf transmitter 
responsive to a change of state of the switch, as taught by Nieves, in the system disclosed by 
Vick et al., in order to remotely monitor animal traps without having to continually go to the 

traps to check on them. 

In reference to claim 5, and as the claim is best understood, Vick et al. discloses a control 
unit including apparatus for annunciating the identities of ones of the plurality of animal traps 
(column 7, lines 27-50; column 8, lines 54-58). Vick et al. discloses means for annunciating 
when an animal is caught in a trap (column 7, lines 25-27) but does not disclose annunciating the 
position of moving portions of a trap. 

Nieves teaches a control unit comprising apparatus for annunciating the position of 
moving portions of a trap. See discussion of claim 1 above. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
apparatus for annunciating the position of moving portions of a trap, as taught by Nieves, in the 
system disclosed by Vick et al., as an indication of an animal being present in the trap. 
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In reference to claim 6, Vick et al. discloses an apparatus for annunciating which includes 
a plurality of indicators of animal trap condition each for displaying the status of a respective 
animal trap (figure 7; column 7, lines 14-37). Vick et al. does not disclose displaying the 
position of a movable portion of a trap. 

Nieves teaches an apparatus for indicating the position of a movable portion of an animal 
trap. See discussion of claim 1 above. 

In reference to claim 10, Skelton et al. teaches the claimed apparatus for periodically 
transmitting a signal. See discussion of claim 1 above. 

In reference to claim 11, Vick et al., as modified in view of Nieves and Skelton et al., 
discloses the claimed invention. See discussion of claim 5 above. 

In reference to claim 12, Vick et al., as modified in view of Nieves and Skelton et al., 
discloses the claimed invention. See discussion of claim 6 above. 

In reference to claim 13, Vick et al. and Nieves do not disclose means for annunciating 
comprising an automatic e-mail sender. 

Skelton et al. teaches means for annunciating comprising an automatic e-mail sender 
(column 9, lines 8-12). Skelton et al. teaches that this allows a user with a portable computer to 
continually receive system information (column 9, lines 17-1'9). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include an 
automatic e-mail sender for annunciating the status of a system, as taught by Skelton et al, in the 
system disclosed by Vick et al., in order to allow users with computers to continually receive 
updates about the system. 
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In reference to claim 14, Vick et al. and Nieves do not disclose means for annunciating 
comprising an automatic telephone dialer. 

Skelton et al. teaches means for annunciating comprising an automatic telephone dialer 
(column 7, lines 44-50). Skelton et al. teaches that such notification reduces the amount of time 
between a change in state of the system taking place and the luser learning about the change in 
state (column 3, lines 15-19). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to include an automatic telephone dialer, as taught 
by Skelton et al., in the system disclosed by Vick et al., in order to announce trapping of an 
animal more quickly to a user of the system. 

9. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vick et al. in 
view of Nieves. 

In reference to claim 7, Vick et al., as modified in view of Nieves, discloses the claimed 
invention. See discussion of claims 1 and 4 above. 

In reference to claim 8, Vick et al., as modified in view of Nieves, discloses the claimed 
invention. See discussion of claim 2 above. 

In reference to claim 9, Vick et al., as modified in view of Nieves, discloses the claimed 
invention. See discussion of claim 3 above. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,154,017 to Disalvo ' 
U.S. Patent No. 5,477,635 to Orsano 
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U.S. Patent No. 5,040,326 to Van Dijnsen et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,275,523 to Baima et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,275,159 to Pinnow et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,794,625 to McCarley et al. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,364,834 to Reuss et al. 
1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tara M. Golba whose telephone number is (703) 305-0266. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are un^uccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Jordan can be reached at (703) 306-4159. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 



tmg CHARLES T.JORIi 

April 8, 2002 SUPEH^/iSORv LATENT ii;^iriihER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER3600 




